Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUCHAR 01021 151623Z 

62 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 EB-11 SAJ-01 10-14 DRC-01 /127W 

109716 

R 151525ZMAR74 
FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7904 
INFO AMCONGEN MUNICH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUCHAREST 1021 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, RO 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S CREDENTIALS PRESENTATION GETS 
GOOD COVERAGE 

REES: A) BUCHAREST 873; B) STATE 44705 

1. CENTRAL PRESS MARCH 15 CARRIES EXCELLENT COVERAGE 
OF AMBASSADOR BARNES' PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS. 

2. PARTY PAPER SCINTEIA DEVOTES 34 COLUMN-INCHES 

TO REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR AND PRESIDENT CEAUSESCU. 

BY LENGTH, THIS IS SOMEWHAT MORE THAN OTHER KEY 
AMBASSADORIAL CEREMONIES HAVE RECEIVED, INCLUDING 
FRENCH, IRANIAN AND YUGOSLAV. TEXT OE AMBASSADOR'S 
POLITICAL PARAGRAPHS 1-5, FIRST SENTENCE IN PARAGRAPH 
6, AND PARAGRAPHS 1 1-12 (REFTELS) ARE QUOTED VERBATIM, 
ALTHOUGH SECTIONS ON ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND CONSULAR 
RELATIONS OMITTED AND REFERRED TO IN SUMMARY SENTENCE. 
TALKS BETWEEN AMBASSADOR AND CEAUSESCU CHARACTERIZED 
AS "CORDIAL AND FRIFNDLY." EVENING TV COVERAGE MARCH 
14 CARRIED TWO-MINUTE VIDEOTAPE SHOTS OE CEREMONY 
HIGHLIGHTING CEAUSESCU'S RELAXED AMIABILITY. 
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3. COMMENT: CONSISTENT WITH TENOR OF CEAUSESCU'S 
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REMARKS, FAVORABLE MEDIA PLAY IS ANOTHER INDICATION OF 
IMPORTANCE WHICH GOR ASCRIBES TO RELATIONS WITH US, 

PARTICULARLY IN ECONOMIC-COMMERCIAL SPHERE, ON WHICH 
CEAUSESCU'S OWN SPEECH LAID STRESS. LIMITED SAMPLING 
OF LOCAL ROMANIAN OPINION INDICATES CEAUSESCU'S PUBLISHED 
REMARKS HAVE BEEN UNDERSTOOD AS DELIBERATELY WARM. 

BARNES 
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